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Morning Prayer Readings 

May 23 – May 27, 2022 Year 2 – 6th Week of Easter 

 

Monday, May 23 

 

Opening Sentence 

 

Christ has entered, not into a sanctuary made with hands, a copy of 

the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 

God on our behalf.  Hebrews 9:24 
 

Please turn to p. 79 in BCP or p. 2 of Booklet for Confession of Sin 

 

Continue with Invitatory and Psalter / BCP p. 80 or p. 3 

 

For Eastertide, we will recite together Christ Our Passover found on page 

83 of BCP or below. This is also located on Monday of the Readings.  This 

is in lieu of the Venite and the Jubilate . 

Christ our Passover  Pascha nostrum 

1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 

Alleluia. 

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 

therefore let us keep the feast, 

Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, * 

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 

death no longer has dominion over him. 

The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 

but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 

and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 
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Christ has been raised from the dead, * 

the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

For since by a man came death, * 

by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 

For as in Adam all die, * 

so also in Christ shall all be made alive.  Alleluia. 
 

Please turn to page 702.  We will say Psalm 80, together. 

Psalm 80 Qui regis Israel     BCP p. 702 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

4 O LORD God of hosts, * 

how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your 

people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 

you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 

and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; * 

you cast out the nations and planted it. 

9 You prepared the ground for it; * 

it took root and filled the land. 
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10 The mountains were covered by its shadow * 

and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 

11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea * 

and its branches to the River. 

12 Why have you broken down its wall, * 

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 

13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, * 

and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 

14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; behold and 

tend this vine; * 

preserve what your right hand has planted. 

15 They burn it with fire like rubbish; * 

at the rebuke of your countenance let them perish. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 

the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 

give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

The first lesson is from Leviticus  
 

A Reading from the Book of Leviticus 25:35-55 NRSV 

If any of your kin fall into difficulty and become dependent on you, 

you shall support them; they shall live with you as though resident 

aliens.  Do not take interest in advance or otherwise make a profit 

from them, but fear your God; let them live with you. You shall not 
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lend them your money at interest taken in advance, or provide them 

food at a profit. I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt, to give you the land of Canaan, to be your God. If any 

who are dependent on you become so impoverished that they sell 

themselves to you, you shall not make them serve as slaves. They 

shall remain with you as hired or bound laborers. They shall serve 

with you until the year of the jubilee. Then they and their children 

with them shall be free from your authority; they shall go back to 

their own family and return to their ancestral property. For they are 

my servants, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt; they shall not 

be sold as slaves are sold. You shall not rule over them with 

harshness, but shall fear your God. As for the male and female slaves 

whom you may have, it is from the nations around you that you may 

acquire male and female slaves. You may also acquire them from 

among the aliens residing with you, and from their families that are 

with you, who have been born in your land; and they may be your 

property.  You may keep them as a possession for your children after 

you, for them to inherit as property.  These you may treat as slaves, 

but as for your fellow Israelites, no one shall rule over the other with 

harshness.  If resident aliens among you prosper, and if any of your 

kin fall into difficulty with one of them and sell themselves to an 

alien, or to a branch of the alien's family, after they have sold 

themselves they shall have the right of redemption; one of their 

brothers may redeem them, or their uncle or their uncle's son may 

redeem them, or anyone of their family who is of their own flesh may 

redeem them; or if they prosper they may redeem themselves. They 

shall compute with the purchaser the total from the year when they 

sold themselves to the alien until the jubilee year; the price of the sale 

shall be applied to the number of years: the time they were with the 

owner shall be rated as the time of a hired laborer. If many years 

remain, they shall pay for their redemption in proportion to the 

purchase price; and if few years remain until the jubilee year, they 
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shall compute thus: according to the years involved they shall make 

payment for their redemption.  As a laborer hired by the year they 

shall be under the alien's authority, who shall not, however, rule with 

harshness over them in your sight.  And if they have not been 

redeemed in any of these ways, they and their children with them 

shall go free in the jubilee year. For to me the people of Israel are 

servants; they are my servants whom I brought out from the land of 

Egypt: I am the LORD your God. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Please turn to page 86 (or p. 4 in Booklet).  

 

We’ll say Canticle 9, The First Song of Isaiah together 

 

The second lesson is from Colossians 

 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Colossians 1:9-14 NRSV 

For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying 

for you and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of 

God's will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may 

lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit 

in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. May 

you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious 

power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, 

while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to 

share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us 

from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his 

beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Please turn to page 94.  

 

We’ll say Canticle 19, The Song of the Redeemed together. 

 

The third lesson is from Matthew 
 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew 13:1-16 NRSV  

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the 

sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat 

and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told 

them many things in parables, saying: "Listen! A sower went out to 

sow.  And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds 

came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they 

did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no 

depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since 

they had no root, they withered away.  Other seeds fell among thorns, 

and the thorns grew up and choked them.  Other seeds fell on good 

soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 

thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!" Then the disciples came and 

asked him, "Why do you speak to them in parables?" He answered, 

"To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of 

heaven, but to them it has not been given. For to those who have, 

more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those 

who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. The 

reason I speak to them in parables is that 'seeing they do not perceive, 

and hearing they do not listen, nor do they understand.' With them 

indeed is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah that says: 'You will indeed 

listen, but never understand, and you will indeed look, but never 

perceive. For this people's heart has grown dull, and their ears are 

hard of hearing, and they have shut their eyes; so that they might not 

look with their eyes, and listen with their ears, and understand with 
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their heart and turn-- and I would heal them.' But blessed are your 

eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Continue in BCP p. 96 or Booklet p. 12 with Apostles Creed and 

The Prayers 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things 

as surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards 

you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain 

your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Continue with BCP p. 99 or Booklet p. 14  
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Tuesday, May 24 

Commemoration of Jackson Kemper 

(See Biography at the End of Collect) 

 

Opening Sentence  

 

You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  Acts 1:8 

 

Please turn to p. 79 in BCP or p. 2 of Booklet for Confession of Sin 

 
For Eastertide 

, we will recite together Christ Our Passover found on page 83 of BCP or p. 

3 of booklet.  This is also located on Monday of the Readings.  This is in lieu 

of the Venite and the Jubilate. 

 

Please turn to page 694.  We will say Psalm 78:1-39 together. 

 

Psalm 78: Part I Attendite, popule   BCP p. 694 

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; * 

incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 

I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

3 That which we have heard and known, and what our forefathers 

have told us, * 

we will not hide from their children. 

4 We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds 

and the power of the LORD, * 

and the wonderful works he has done. 
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5 He gave his decrees to Jacob and established a law for Israel, * 

which he commanded them to teach their children; 

6 That the generations to come might know, and the children yet 

unborn; * 

that they in their turn might tell it to their children; 

7 So that they might put their trust in God, * 

and not forget the deeds of God, but keep his commandments; 

8 And not be like their forefathers, a stubborn and rebellious 

generation, * 

a generation whose heart was not steadfast, and whose spirit 

was not faithful to God. 

9 The people of Ephraim, armed with the bow, * 

turned back in the day of battle; 

10 They did not keep the covenant of God, * 

and refused to walk in his law; 

11 They forgot what he had done, * 

and the wonders he had shown them. 

12 He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, * 

in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 

13 He split open the sea and let them pass through; * 

he made the waters stand up like walls. 

14 He led them with a cloud by day, * 

and all the night through with a glow of fire. 

15 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * 

and gave them drink as from the great deep. 

16 He brought streams out of the cliff, * 

and the waters gushed out like rivers. 

17 But they went on sinning against him, * 

rebelling in the desert against the Most High. 
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18 They tested God in their hearts, * 

demanding food for their craving. 

19 They railed against God and said, * 

“Can God set a table in the wilderness? 

20 True, he struck the rock, the waters gushed out, and the gullies 

overflowed; * 

but is he able to give bread or to provide meat for his people?” 

21 When the LORD heard this, he was full of wrath; * 

a fire was kindled against Jacob, and his anger mounted against 

Israel; 

22 For they had no faith in God, * 

nor did they put their trust in his saving power. 

23 So he commanded the clouds above * 

and opened the doors of heaven. 

24 He rained down manna upon them to eat * 

and gave them grain from heaven. 

25 So mortals ate the bread of angels; * 

he provided for them food enough. 

26 He caused the east wind to blow in the heavens * 

and led out the south wind by his might. 

27 He rained down flesh upon them like dust * 

and wingèd birds like the sand of the sea. 

28 He let it fall in the midst of their camp * 

and round about their dwellings. 

29 So they ate and were well filled, * 

for he gave them what they craved. 

30 But they did not stop their craving, * 

though the food was still in their mouths. 

31 So God’s anger mounted against them; * 

he slew their strongest men and laid low the youth of Israel. 
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32 In spite of all this, they went on sinning * 

and had no faith in his wonderful works. 

33 So he brought their days to an end like a breath * 

and their years in sudden terror. 

34 Whenever he slew them, they would seek him, * 

and repent, and diligently search for God. 

35 They would remember that God was their rock, * 

and the Most High God their redeemer. 

36 But they flattered him with their mouths * 

and lied to him with their tongues. 

37 Their heart was not steadfast toward him, * 

and they were not faithful to his covenant. 

38 But he was so merciful that he forgave their sins and did not 

destroy them; * 

many times he held back his anger and did not permit his wrath 

to be roused. 

39 For he remembered that they were but flesh, * 

a breath that goes forth and does not return. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

The first lesson is from Leviticus  
 

A Reading from the Book of Leviticus 26:1-20  NRSV 

You shall make for yourselves no idols and erect no carved images or 

pillars, and you shall not place figured stones in your land, to worship 

at them; for I am the LORD your God. You shall keep my sabbaths 

and reverence my sanctuary: I am the LORD. If you follow my 

statutes and keep my commandments and observe them faithfully, I 
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will give you your rains in their season, and the land shall yield its 

produce, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit. Your 

threshing shall overtake the vintage, and the vintage shall overtake 

the sowing; you shall eat your bread to the full, and live securely in 

your land. And I will grant peace in the land, and you shall lie down, 

and no one shall make you afraid; I will remove dangerous animals 

from the land, and no sword shall go through your land. You shall 

give chase to your enemies, and they shall fall before you by the 

sword. Five of you shall give chase to a hundred, and a hundred of 

you shall give chase to ten thousand; your enemies shall fall before 

you by the sword. I will look with favor upon you and make you 

fruitful and multiply you; and I will maintain my covenant with 

you. You shall eat old grain long stored, and you shall have to clear 

out the old to make way for the new. I will place my dwelling in your 

midst, and I shall not abhor you. And I will walk among you, and will 

be your God, and you shall be my people. I am the LORD your God 

who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be their slaves no more; 

I have broken the bars of your yoke and made you walk erect. But if 

you will not obey me, and do not observe all these commandments, if 

you spurn my statutes, and abhor my ordinances, so that you will not 

observe all my commandments, and you break my covenant, I in turn 

will do this to you: I will bring terror on you; consumption and fever 

that waste the eyes and cause life to pine away. You shall sow your 

seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it. I will set my face against 

you, and you shall be struck down by your enemies; your foes shall 

rule over you, and you shall flee though no one pursues you. And if 

in spite of this you will not obey me, I will continue to punish you 

sevenfold for your sins. I will break your proud glory, and I will 

make your sky like iron and your earth like copper. Your strength 

shall be spent to no purpose: your land shall not yield its produce, and 

the trees of the land shall not yield their fruit. 
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The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please turn to page 90. 

 

We’ll say Canticle 13, A Song of Praise together 

 

The second lesson is from 1 Timothy  

 

A Reading from the First Letter of Timothy 2:1-6 NRSV 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in 

high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 

godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of 

God our Savior, who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth. For there is one God; there is also one 

mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself 

human, who gave himself a ransom for all-- this was attested at the 

right time. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please turn to page 93.  

 

We’ll say Canticle 18, A Song to the Lamb together 

 

The third lesson is from Matthew 

 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew 13:18-23 NRSV 
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“Hear then the parable of the sower.  When anyone hears the word of 

the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 

snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the 

path.  As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 

hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a 

person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or 

persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately 

falls away.  As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 

hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth 

choke the word, and it yields nothing.  But as for what was sown on 

good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who 

indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 

sixty, and in another thirty." 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

Continue in BCP p. 96 or Booklet p. 12 with Apostles Creed and 

The Prayers 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things 

as surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards 

you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain 

your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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Continue with BCP p. 99 or Booklet p. 14  

JACKSON KEMPER 

First Missionary Bishop in the United States, 1870 

 

When the General Convention of 1835 made all the members of The 

Episcopal Church members also of the Domestic and Foreign 

Missionary Society, it provided at the same time for missionary 

bishops to serve in the wilderness and in foreign countries. Jackson 

Kemper was the first such bishop.  Although he was assigned to 

Missouri and Indiana, he laid foundations also in Iowa, Wisconsin, 

Minnesota, Nebraska, and Kansas, and made extensive missionary 

tours in the South and Southwest. 

Kemper was born in Pleasant Valley, New York, on December 24, 

1789. He graduated from Columbia College in 1809 and was 

ordained deacon in 1811 and priest in 1814. 

He served Bishop White as Assistant at Christ Church, Philadelphia. 

At his urging, Bishop White made his first and only visitation in 

western Pennsylvania.  In 1835, Kemper was ordained bishop, and 

immediately set out on his travels. 

Because Episcopal clergymen, mostly from well-to-do Eastern 

homes, found it hard to adjust to the harsh life of the frontier—

scorching heat, drenching rains, and winter blizzards—Kemper 

established Kemper College in St. Louis, Missouri, the first of many 

similar attempts to train clergymen, and in more recent times lay 

persons as well, for specialized tasks in the Church. The College 

failed in 1845 from the usual malady of such projects in the church—

inadequate funding.  Nashotah House, in Wisconsin, which he 

founded in 1842, with the help of James Lloyd Breck and his 

companions, was more successful. So was Racine College, founded 
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in 1852.  Both these institutions reflected Kemper’s devotion to 

beauty in ritual and worship. 

Kemper pleaded for more attention to the Native Americans and 

encouraged the translation of services into native languages. He 

described a service among the Oneida which was marked by 

“courtesy, reverence, worship—and obedience to that Great Spirit in 

whose hands are the issues of life.” 

From 1859 until his death, Kemper was diocesan Bishop of 

Wisconsin. He is more justly honored by his unofficial title, “The 

Bishop of the Whole Northwest. 
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Wednesday, May 25 

Commemoration of Venerable Bede – Priest and Historian 

(See Biography at the End of Collect) 

 

 

Opening Sentence 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 
Please turn to p. 79 in BCP or p. 2 of Booklet for Confession of Sin 

 

For Eastertide, we will recite together Christ Our Passover found on page 

83 of BCP or p. 3 of booklet. This is also located on Monday of the 

Readings. This is in lieu of the Venite and the Jubilate. 

 

Please turn to page 771.  We will say Psalm 119:97-120 together.  

 

Mem Quomodo dilexi!      BCP p. 771 

 

97 Oh, how I love your law! * 

all the day long it is in my mind. 

98 Your commandment has made me wiser than my enemies, * 

and it is always with me. 

99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, * 

for your decrees are my study. 

100 I am wiser than the elders, * 

because I observe your commandments. 

101 I restrain my feet from every evil way, * 

that I may keep your word. 

102 I do not shrink from your judgments, * 

because you yourself have taught me. 
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103 How sweet are your words to my taste! * 

they are sweeter than honey to my mouth. 

104 Through your commandments I gain understanding; * 

therefore I hate every lying way. 

Psalm 119: Nun Lucerna pedibus meis   BCP p. 772 

 

105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 

and a light upon my path. 

106 I have sworn and am determined * 

to keep your righteous judgments. 

107 I am deeply troubled; * 

preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word. 

108 Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute of my lips, * 

and teach me your judgments. 

109 My life is always in my hand, * 

yet I do not forget your law. 

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 

but I have not strayed from your commandments. 

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 

truly, they are the joy of my heart. 

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 

for ever and to the end.  
Samekh Iniquos odio habui     BCP p. 772 

113 I hate those who have a divided heart, * 

but your law do I love. 

114 You are my refuge and shield; * 

my hope is in your word. 

115 Away from me, you wicked! * 

I will keep the commandments of my God. 
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116 Sustain me according to your promise, that I may live, * 

and let me not be disappointed in my hope. 

117 Hold me up, and I shall be safe, * 

and my delight shall be ever in your statutes. 

118 You spurn all who stray from your statutes; * 

their deceitfulness is in vain. 

119 In your sight all the wicked of the earth are but dross; * 

therefore I love your decrees. 

120 My flesh trembles with dread of you; * 

I am afraid of your judgments. 

  
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

The first lesson is from Leviticus  
 

A Reading from the Book of Leviticus 26:27-42 NRSV 

But if, despite this, you disobey me, and continue hostile to me, I will 

continue hostile to you in fury; I in turn will punish you myself 

sevenfold for your sins. You shall eat the flesh of your sons, and you 

shall eat the flesh of your daughters. I will destroy your high places 

and cut down your incense altars; I will heap your carcasses on the 

carcasses of your idols. I will abhor you. I will lay your cities waste, 

will make your sanctuaries desolate, and I will not smell your 

pleasing odors. I will devastate the land, so that your enemies who 

come to settle in it shall be appalled at it. And you I will scatter 

among the nations, and I will unsheathe the sword against you; your 

land shall be a desolation, and your cities a waste. Then the land shall 

enjoy its sabbath years as long as it lies desolate, while you are in the 

land of your enemies; then the land shall rest, and enjoy its sabbath 

years. As long as it lies desolate, it shall have the rest it did not have 
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on your sabbaths when you were living on it. And as for those of you 

who survive, I will send faintness into their hearts in the lands of their 

enemies; the sound of a driven leaf shall put them to flight, and they 

shall flee as one flees from the sword, and they shall fall though no 

one pursues. They shall stumble over one another, as if to escape a 

sword, though no one pursues; and you shall have no power to stand 

against your enemies. You shall perish among the nations, and the 

land of your enemies shall devour you. And those of you who survive 

shall languish in the land of your enemies because of their iniquities; 

also they shall languish because of the iniquities of their 

ancestors. But if they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their 

ancestors, in that they committed treachery against me and, 

moreover, that they continued hostile to me-- so that I, in turn, 

continued hostile to them and brought them into the land of their 

enemies; if then their uncircumcised heart is humbled and they make 

amends for their iniquity, then will I remember my covenant with 

Jacob; I will remember also my covenant with Isaac and also my 

covenant with Abraham, and I will remember the land. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please turn to BCP page 87 or p. 6 in the Booklet.  

 

We’ll say Canticle 11, The Third Song of Isaiah together 

 

The second lesson is from Ephesians  

 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians 1:1-10 NRSV 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints who 

are in Ephesus and are faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed be the 
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God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose 

us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and 

blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his 

children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his 

will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us 

in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that 

he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to 

us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set 

forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all 

things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please turn to page 92.  

 

We’ll say Canticle 16, The Song of Zechariah together 

 

The third lesson is from Matthew 
 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew 22:41-46 NRSV 

 

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them 

this question: "What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?" 

They said to him, "The son of David." He said to them, "How is it 

then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 'The Lord said to 

my Lord, "Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your 

feet" '? If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?" No one 

was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to 

ask him any more questions. 
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The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Continue in BCP p. 96 or Booklet p. 12 with Apostles Creed and 

The Prayers 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things 

as surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards 

you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain 

your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Continue with BCP p. 99 or Booklet p. 14  

THE VENERABLE BEDE 

Priest, and Monk of Jarrow, 735 

 

At the age of seven, Bede’s parents brought him to the nearby 

monastery at Jarrow (near Durham in northeast England) for his 

education. There, as he later wrote, “spending all the remaining time 

of my life . . . I wholly applied myself to the study of Scripture, and 

amidst the observance of regular discipline, and the daily care of 

singing in the church, I always took delight in learning, teaching, and 

writing.” 
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Bede was ordained deacon at nineteen, and presbyter at thirty. He 

died on the eve of the Ascension in 735 while dictating a vernacular 

translation of the Gospel According to John. About 1020, his body 

was removed to Durham and placed in the Galilee, the Lady Chapel 

at the west end of the Cathedral nave. Bede was the greatest scholar 

of his time in the Western Church. He wrote commentaries on the 

Scriptures based on patristic interpretations. His treatise on 

chronology was standard for a long time. He also wrote on 

orthography, poetic meter, and especially on history. His most 

famous work, the Ecclesiastical History of England, written in Latin, 

remains the primary source for the period 597 to 731, when Anglo-

Saxon culture developed and Christianity triumphed. In this work, 

Bede was clearly ahead of his time. He consulted many documents, 

carefully evaluated their reliability, and cited his sources. His 

interpretations were balanced and judicious. He also wrote The Lives 

of the Holy Abbots of Wearmouth and Jarrow, and a notable 

biography of Cuthbert, both in prose and verse. 

His character shines through his work—an exemplary monk, an 

ardent Christian, devoted scholar, and a man of pure and winsome 

manners. He received the unusual title of Venerable more than a 

century after his death. According to one legend, the monk writing 

the inscription for his tomb was at a loss for a word to fill out the 

couplet: 

Hac sunt in fossa 

Bedae—blank—ossa 

(This grave contains 

the—blank—Bede’s remains) 

That night an angel filled in the blank: Venerabilis. 
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Thursday, May 26 

Ascension Day 

 

Opening Sentence  

 

On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it.  

Psalm 118:24 

 

Please turn to p. 79 in BCP or p. 2 of Booklet for Confession of Sin 

 
For Eastertide, we will recite together Christ Our Passover found on page 

83 of BCP or p. 3 of booklet. This is also located on Monday of the 

Readings. This is in lieu of the Venite and the Jubilate. 

 

Please turn to page 682 and 683.  We will say Psalms 8 and 47 

together. 

 

Psalm 8 Domine, Dominus noster    BCP p. 592 

 

1 O LORD our Governor, * 

how exalted is your Name in all the world! 

2 Out of the mouths of infants and children * 

your majesty is praised above the heavens. 

3 You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, * 

to quell the enemy and the avenger. 

4 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, * 

the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 

5 What is man that you should be mindful of him? * 

the son of man that you should seek him out? 

6 You have made him but little lower than the angels; * 

you adorn him with glory and honor; 



25 
 

7 You give him mastery over the works of your hands; * 

you put all things under his feet: 

8 All sheep and oxen, * 

even the wild beasts of the field, 

9 The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, * 

and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea. 

Psalm 47 Omnes gentes, plaudite    BCP p. 650 

1 Clap your hands, all you peoples; * 

shout to God with a cry of joy. 

2 For the LORD Most High is to be feared; * 

he is the great King over all the earth. 

3 He subdues the peoples under us, * 

and the nations under our feet. 

4 He chooses our inheritance for us, * 

the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 

5 God has gone up with a shout, * 

the LORD with the sound of the ram’s-horn. 

6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; * 

sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

7 For God is King of all the earth; * 

sing praises with all your skill. 

8 God reigns over the nations; * 

God sits upon his holy throne. 

9 The nobles of the peoples have gathered together * 

with the people of the God of Abraham. 

10 The rulers of the earth belong to God, * 

and he is highly exalted. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 
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As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

The first lesson is from Daniel 
 

A Reading from the Book of Daniel 7:9-14  NRSV 

As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his 

throne, his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like 

pure wool; his throne was fiery flames, and its wheels were burning 

fire. A stream of fire issued and flowed out from his presence.  A 

thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand 

stood attending him. The court sat in judgment, and the books were 

opened.  I watched then because of the noise of the arrogant words 

that the horn was speaking.  And as I watched, the beast was put to 

death, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned with 

fire.  As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but 

their lives were prolonged for a season and a time. As I watched in 

the night visions, I saw one like a human being coming with the 

clouds of heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and was presented 

before him. To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that 

all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is 

an everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and his kingship is 

one that shall never be destroyed. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please turn to page 85.  

 

We’ll say Canticle 8, The Song of Moses together. 

 

The second lesson is from Hebrews  
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A Reading from the Book of Hebrews 2:5-18 NRSV 

Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are 

speaking, to angels. But someone has testified somewhere, "What are 

human beings that you are mindful of them, or mortals, that you care 

for them? You have made them for a little while lower than the 

angels; you have crowned them with glory and honor, subjecting all 

things under their feet." Now in subjecting all things to them, God 

left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not yet see 

everything in subjection to them, but we do see Jesus, who for a little 

while was made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and 

honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God 

he might taste death for everyone. It was fitting that God, for whom 

and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to 

glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 

sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all 

have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them 

brothers and sisters, saying, "I will proclaim your name to my 

brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will praise 

you." And again, "I will put my trust in him." And again, "Here am I 

and the children whom God has given me." Since, therefore, the 

children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same 

things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the 

power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives 

were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not 

come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he 

had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he 

might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to 

make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because he 

himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who 

are being tested. 

The word of the Lord. 
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Thanks be to God. 

 

Please turn to page 94.  

 

We’ll say Canticle 20, Glory to God together 

 

The third lesson is from Matthew 
 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew 28:16-20 NRSV  

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which 

Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they worshiped him; 

but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with 

you always, to the end of the age."   

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Continue in BCP p. 96 or Booklet p. 12 with Apostles Creed and 

The Prayers 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things 

as surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards 

you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain 

your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus 
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Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

The Collect for Ascension Day 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended 

far above all heavens that he might fill all things: Mercifully give us 

faith to perceive that, according to his promise, he abides with his 

Church on earth, even to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in 

glory everlasting.  

Amen. 

Ascension Day 

Grant, we pray, Almighty God, that as we believe your only-begotten 

Son our Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into heaven, so we may 

also in heart and mind there ascend, and with him continually dwell; 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever.  

Amen. 

 

Continue with BCP p. 99 or Booklet p. 14  
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Friday, May 27 

 

Opening Sentence  

 

Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  1 Corinthians 15:57 

 

Please turn to p. 79 in BCP or p. 2 of Booklet for Confession of Sin 

 
For Eastertide, we will recite together Christ Our Passover found on page 

83 of BCP or p. 3 of booklet. This is also located on Monday of the 

Readings. This is in lieu of the Venite and the Jubilate. 

 

Please turn to page 708 and 709.  Let us say together Psalms 85 and 

86.  

Psalm 85 Benedixisti, Domine    BCP p. 708 

1 You have been gracious to your land, O LORD, * 

you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * 

and blotted out all their sins. 

3 You have withdrawn all your fury * 

and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation. 

4 Restore us then, O God our Savior; * 

let your anger depart from us. 

5 Will you be displeased with us for ever? * 

will you prolong your anger from age to age? 

6 Will you not give us life again, * 

that your people may rejoice in you? 

7 Show us your mercy, O LORD, * 

and grant us your salvation. 
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8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, * 

for he is speaking peace to his faithful people and to those who 

turn their hearts to him. 

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 

that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 

righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 

and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, * 

and our land will yield its increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 

and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 
 

Psalm 86 Inclina, Domine     BCP p. 709 

 

1 Bow down your ear, O LORD, and answer me, * 

for I am poor and in misery. 

2 Keep watch over my life, for I am faithful; * 

save your servant who puts his trust in you. 

3 Be merciful to me, O LORD, for you are my God; * 

I call upon you all the day long. 

4 Gladden the soul of your servant, * 

for to you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

5 For you, O LORD, are good and forgiving, * 

and great is your love toward all who call upon you. 

6 Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer, * 

and attend to the voice of my supplications. 

7 In the time of my trouble I will call upon you, * 

for you will answer me. 
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8 Among the gods there is none like you, O LORD, * 

nor anything like your works. 

9 All the nations you have made will come and worship you, 

O LORD, * 

and glorify your Name. 

10 For you are great; you do wondrous things; * 

and you alone are God. 

11 Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; * 

knit my heart to you that I may fear your Name. 

12 I will thank you, O LORD my God, with all my heart, * 

and glorify your Name for evermore. 

13 For great is your love toward me; * 

you have delivered me from the nethermost Pit. 

14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent 

men seeks my life; * 

they have not set you before their eyes. 

15 But you, O LORD, are gracious and full of compassion, * 

slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 

16 Turn to me and have mercy upon me; * 

give your strength to your servant; and save the child of your 

handmaid. 

17 Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see 

it and be ashamed; * 

because you, O LORD, have helped me and comforted me. 

  
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

The first lesson is from 1 Samuel. 

 

A Reading from the First Book of Samuel 2:1-10  NRSV 
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Hannah prayed and said, "My heart exults in the LORD; my strength 

is exalted in my God. My mouth derides my enemies, because I 

rejoice in my victory. "There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one 

besides you; there is no Rock like our God. Talk no more so very 

proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the LORD is a 

God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the 

mighty are broken, but the feeble gird on strength. Those who were 

full have hired themselves out for bread, but those who were hungry 

are fat with spoil. The barren has borne seven, but she who has many 

children is forlorn. The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down 

to Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he 

brings low, he also exalts. He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts 

the needy from the ash heap, to make them sit with princes and 

inherit a seat of honor. For the pillars of the earth are the LORD's, and 

on them he has set the world. "He will guard the feet of his faithful 

ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; for not by might 

does one prevail. The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; the 

Most High will thunder in heaven. The LORD will judge the ends of 

the earth; he will give strength to his king, and exalt the power of his 

anointed." 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please turn to page 86.  

 

We’ll say Canticle 10, The Second Song of Isaiah together 

 

The second lesson is from Ephesians  

 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians 2:1-10 NRSV 
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You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once 

lived, following the course of this world, following the ruler of the 

power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are 

disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our 

flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by 

nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in 

mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we 

were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-

- by grace you have been saved-- and raised us up with him and 

seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in 

the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace 

in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been 

saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 

God-- not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are 

what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please turn to page 93.  

 

We’ll say Canticle 18, A Song to the Lamb together 

 

The third lesson is from Matthew 

 

A Reading from Matthew – 7:22-27 NRSV 

On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 

your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many deeds of 

power in your name?' Then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; 

go away from me, you evildoers.' "Everyone then who hears these 

words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his 
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house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and 

beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on 

rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act 

on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The 

rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against 

that house, and it fell-- and great was its fall!" 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Continue in BCP p. 96 or Booklet p. 12 with Apostles Creed and 

The Prayers 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things 

as surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards 

you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain 

your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

 Amen. 

 

A Collect for Fridays 

 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he 

suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 

Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it 

none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your 

Son our Lord.  
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Amen. 

 

Continue with BCP p. 99 or Booklet p. 14 

 

Thank You 

Have a Blessed Weekend! 
 


